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Sheffield ?    It is that the Prime Minister has directly  Survey of
challenged and condemned a fiscal system which has   the year
held undisputed sway in this country for two generations,
and in doing so has received the absolutely undivided
support of the  most  authoritative  gathering of  Con-  November
servative representatives that it is possible to convene.                 '

People who think that nothing must be singularly
ignorant of the political history of their country. We
do not hesitate to tell them that it is a great deal more
than they had any right to expect, and a striking testi-
mony to the political sagacity and admirable leadership
alike of Mr. Balfour and of Mr. Chamberlain. It is a
perfectly astonishing thing that it seems to have been
left only to the more clear-sighted opponents of these
two men to perceive that they are playing the game
with the perfect mutual understanding and the consum-
mate skill of accomplished whist players/

" Poor Arthur Balfour! In his anxiety to build a
bridge upon which his colleagues can stand, he calls
himself a Retaliator and says that he is against Protection.
Free Traders are ousted from the Government and the
Liberal Unionists have captured the Party Machine.
In the by-elections the Tory candidate is blessed by both
Balfour and Chamberlain, and though the Government
profess absolute loyalty to the Prime Minister not a mem-
ber of the front?bench knows what to say or how to say it,

" What the Prime Minister enjoys doing with his
subtle, detached and dissenting intellect, the rest of his
followers perspire over in a labyrinth of confused platitudes
and contradictory figures.

" I have come to the conclusion that the imagination
that can work out and foresee the definite results of any
policy proposed is rarer than the imagination that creates
nymphs, moons, or passions.

" A group of young Tory dissentients led by Lord Hugh
Cecil called themselves Free-Fooders. These young
gentlemen were either going to break with the Unionist